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Bouchard Finlayson talks wine and awards

Bouchard Finlayson has received several awards lately, what can you tell us about these awards? Bouchard
Finlayson has received global acclaim in the International Wine Challenge (IWC) 2018 for the 2016 vintage of its
flagship Galpin Peak Pinot Noir, not only taking a gold medal, but also winning Trophies as best SA Pinot Noir , as
well as best SA red . Its flagship, the Missionvale Chardonnay 2016, also received a gold medal in the UK's
Decanter Competition. Galpin Peak Pinot Noir has once again been ranked as the top Pinot Noir in South Africa,
scoring a full 100 marks in the 2018 South African Wine Index Fine Wine Awards (SAWi). Recognised globally for
its quality, excellence and consistency, the Galpin Peak has now held the no 1 spot for 10 years in a row, this year
also scoring the 12th highest points across all categories in the Fine Wine Awards. In addition, Bouchard Finlayson
Hannibal was also rated first in the class of Unique Red Wine Blends in 2018, for the intriguing blend of Pinot Noir,
Shiraz and Italian cultivars (Sangiovese, Nebbiolo, Mourvédre and Barbera). Collectively, these high scores have
placed Bouchard Finlayson in the Top 5 Red Wine producers and in the Top 10 Wine Producers overall in South
Africa for 2018. 

What impact do such awards have on a boutique winery such as Bouchard Finlayson? Awards are very effective at
building brand visibility. Yet, even though we are honoured and acclaimed, confirming our quality-driven efforts are
on track, we won't neglect our loyal customers' satisfaction as our ultimate goal. 

What is it about your flagship wine, the Galpin Peak, that makes it such a successful wine? Consistency, for one. I
also believe the wine to be balanced and intriguing, with great ageability. 

Bouchard Finlayson was one of the first wineries in Hemel-en-Aarde, when was it established and how has it grown
over the years? The first vines were planted in December of 1990 and the winery completed three months later.
Despite a flying start and early successes, the property's acquisition by the Tollman family in 2000 propelled the
brand to even further heights. 

What kultivars does Bouchard Finlayson specialise in and why? Our focus remains Pinot Noir and Chardonnay,
which account for more than half the plantings. We are fortunate, here in the Hemel-en-Aaarde Valley, to have a
unique combination of climatic conditions and soil profiles specially suited to these varieties. 

Is there interest from locals in this winery, and why should locals take note of locally made wines? Certainly. A
significant percentage of our domestic sales are directly from the Tasting Room. South Africans aren't just spoilt for
choice, but also the very high standard of locally produced wines — all at an affordable price. Just less than 50% of
our production is distributed in the South African market. 

What is the story behind Hannibal (the Sangiovese/Pinot Noir blend)? Hannibal, now in its 16th release, offers a
great alternative to consumers searching for something out of the ordinary. A most unusual and exciting blend of
Italian and French varietals. Hence the name, for the Carthaginian Commander, employing war elephants in his
attack on Rome via the French Alps, combining Italy and France as a reflection of the varietals in the bottle. 

What is the best dish to serve with the award-winning Galpin Peak? Quite a tough choice as Pinot Noir is so
versatile with its elegance and charm – delicious served with seared Salmon, with a side of wild mushroom risotto
and wilted garlic greens – tender stem, spinach and bok choy. 

How was the 2018 harvest and what quality wine do you expect to come from these grapes? We harvested a
healthy and balanced crop and are cautiously optimistic about yet another memorable vintage!
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