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Marco Pierre White’s pop at English fizz 
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Marco Pierre White has condemned English wines as “nonsense” and claimed that only a 
“numpty” would drink them. 

Speaking at the opening of his new restaurant, he declared: “They are overpriced and not very 
good. The French make the best wine. The English just play at it. 

“We keeping hearing this about English sparkling wine. I am very happy for them. Better than 
Krug? Than Bollinger? No! Then why buy it, unless you are a total numpty? 

“I am being honest. Just because something is English does not necessarily mean it is good. We 
make the best cheddar, we make great pasties. But we can’t make very good brie or baguettes, 
and the French can’t make pork pies.” He added: “English wine is nonsense.” 

More than half of the wine served at British embassy events last financial year was home-grown, 
rather than from French or Italian brands. Of the 3,052 bottles bought for the government cellar, 
1,500 were English wines. Fifty-two per cent of the wine drunk at high-profile embassy events 
was English, up from 20 per cent a decade ago. 

White, 55, was speaking at the opening of Marco Pierre White Steakhouse Bar and Grill in 
Plymouth. 

He was the youngest chef to be awarded three Michelin stars, at the age of 33. Known for his 
strident opinions, he became a television personality on food shows and an owner of restaurants 
in Britain and New York. 

A spokesperson from the Wine and Spirit Trade Association, said: “We certainly don’t agree with 
Marco Pierre White, and by the looks of things neither do drinkers. Last year 3.5 million bottles 
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of English wine were sold. 

 “It certainly seems there’s an awful lot of ‘numpties’ out there — not least Champagne houses 
Taittinger and Pommery, who have recently invested in vineyards in the south of England. 

“Consumers worldwide know that English wine is a product of supreme quality, too. That quality 
combined with the world’s love for brand Britain has led to an increased demand for our wines 
overseas, and many English wine producers are now looking to expand their export markets. 

 “Experts don’t agree with Marco either, as English wine producers picked up a record-breaking 
120 medals in the International Wine Challenge 2016, surpassing 94 medals in 2015.” 

Despite opening his new restaurant in the West Country, Mr Pierre White said that London was 
still the best place to eat. 

He told The Daily Telegraph: “London is the No 1 food destination, full stop. It has talent and 
(the people who can pay) the prices. How many three Michelin star restaurants does Cornwall 
have? None.” 

● 502 vineyards 

● 133 wineries 

● 600m bottles of wine are bottled in the UK 

● 5.06m bottles produced in 2015 

● 2,000+ hectares under vine in England & Wales 2013 (2,801 full size football pitches) 

● £100m value of the industry 

● 12m the estimated number of bottles produced by 2020 
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Marco Pierre White said that “just because something is English does not necessarily mean it is good” 

Richard Cannon for The Times 
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