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English wine has record-breaking year - and the French think it's better than champagne

English wine has record-breaking year - and the French think it's better than champagne : ENGLISH wine makers
have produced another record-breaking year - and their vino is so good it is beating the French at their own game.

Production jumped by almost a fifth since last year, with turnover for independent wine producers increasing to
£132million over the past 12 months, figures published by online business finance supermarket Funding Options
revealed today.
The 16 per cent increase on the previous year means the English wine industry is now three times the size it was
five years ago.
Consumption has risen rapidly, both home and abroad, following a handful of high-profile awards.
Earlier this year Winbirri Vineyards, based in Norfolk, was named the world's best white wine at the Decanter World
Wine Awards for its £13.95 Bacchus 2015.
The Bolney Estate in West Sussex won silver for its Pinot Noir, priced at £15.99, at the International Wine
Challenge.
Nyetimber, one of the most famous English vineyards, based in West Sussex, had a spectacular victory over
France in April when an elite group of Parisian experts at a blind tasting picked the £40 bottle of 2009 Nyetimber
sparkling wine over champagne.
They were even convinced it was from Champagne.
Despite higher prices than many supermarket wines, English wine producers have been experiencing a major
boom.
Waitrose, which sells seven of every ten bottles of English wine bought in the UK, has planted 50 per cent more
vines at its Leckford estate in Hampshire to meet demand.
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They are expected to increase production from 30,000 to 45,000 bottles a year.
New producers have been encouraged to join the growing market, with a record 64 prospective wine producers
gaining a licence last year.
Conrad Ford, founder of Funding Options which arranges start-up finance for vineyards, said: "English wine is going
from strength to strength.
"The English wine industry is not only gaining traction amongst domestic consumers, but is now being ranked with
wines from traditional white wine-producing countries such as France and Germany."
Pierpaolo Petrassi, head of wine at Waitrose, said English wine has seen a massive 45 per cent growth in sales at
the supermarket overt the past year.
He said: "Our customers have really embraced home-grown wines. There's definitely a talking point when it comes
to serving English fizz to family and friends.
"Last year we increased our range of English and Welsh wine by 25 per cent, introducing several new wine
producers to the national retail market for the first time."
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