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Vintage year for wine producers in Shropshire and Mid Wales

Vintage year for wine producers in Shropshire and Mid Wales:A warm summer and a sunny autumn have led to
forecasts of 2016 becoming a vintage year for wine producers from Shropshire and Mid Wales. 

Fertile British soils have been rivalling French conditions, with the Shropshire and Mid Wales region already
scooping its fair share of awards for wine. 

Shropshire business Kerry Vale Vineyard, which is celebrating 17 awards and trophies this summer alone, scooped
the award for the Best Overall Wine with its Shropshire Lady/Solaris 2014 in the Welsh Vineyards Association's
annual wine competition. 

It also received the Thomas Davies Memorial Trophy, the Halfpenny Green Salver and achieved a bronze award
for its lightly-oaked red wine Red Kite. 

Owner June Ferguson said: "This has been a fantastic year for us and we are thrilled to have picked up all of these
awards – we work really hard to maintain our vineyard to a very high standard, so we are producing the best
possible quality grapes, which is really paying off. 

"Our customers are recognising the high standard of wine we are producing and demanding more. 

"The cool English climate gives a fresh and light style to our wines that sets them apart from their international
counterparts, as more delicate grapes mean the wines retain a more subtle, fruity flavour which is often lost in rival
countries' offerings. 

"Although we are not in Wales we are only a stone's throw away from the border, which qualifies us to be a part of
the association and the Welsh Wine Trail." 

Planted in 2010 and covering six acres of farmland, the vineyard resides at the eastern tip of the Kerry Vale and is
home to 6,000 vines. There are three varieties – Rondo, Pheonix and Solaris – all ideally suited to the English
climate. 

Welsh Vineyards have also won awards in competitions such as the International Wine Challenge, Decanter and
some of the most prestigious competitions in the world. 

Meanwhile, Julia Trustram Eve, of English Wine Producers, said: "Overall, 2016 is looking to be a fantastic vintage
for the UK. 

"We haven't experienced any dramatic weather patterns such as seen in other parts of Europe and have had the
benefit of some great summer and early autumn weather just when our grapes need it." 

Martin Millington, owner of Wroxeter Roman Vineyard, which was planted on land adjacent to the Roman City of
Uriconium near Shrewsbury, 25 years ago, agreed that 2016 is looking to be a memorable year. 

"Winegrowing is a doubleedged sword – you either get the quality or the quantity – not both," he said. 

"This year, we haven't had the quantity of grape but we are hoping for great flavours from our Reichensteiner,
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Madeliene Angevine and Solaris grapes. 

"Whether or not it is vintage remains to be seen but we should know by Christmas. Either way, we have had a very
busy season for our silver anniversary." 

Barbara Hardingham, of Ludlow Vineyard, is feeling pleased and relieved to have gathered in all the grapes for the
season from the vineyard in Clee St Margaret, on the lower slopes of the Brown Clee Hill, near Ludlow 

The west-facing vineyard grows Solaris, a variety of white grape created in 1975 at the grape breeding institute in
Freiburg, Germany by Norbert Becker. 

It also grows Seyval blanc which is suited to fairly cool climates and is grown mainly in England, Eastern United
States and Canada. 

She said: "We have had quite a good season and we have just finished picking – although we didn't get quite as
many grapes as we would have hoped for. 

"The season got off to a bad start but then we had lovely, sunny weather through October and we were hanging on
in there for the Seyval to ripen and as soon as the frosts arrived, we picked them in the first week of November. 

"We've never been later than that." 

She added: "We originally planted in 1995 but the soil had too much clay so we moved it in 2001/2. We have won
medals in the past in UK-wide competitions but we don't enter them anymore." 

Earlier this month, Shrewsbury-based wine makers Paso-Primero collaborated on the launch of their new wine,
Paso-Prima, with renowned Shropshire artist, Lyn Evans, with a launch party at the Bear Steps Gallery in
Shrewsbury. 

Thomas Holt from Paso-Primero runs the business with his wife Emma. The fruit is grown at the vineyard in
Somontano in northern Spain.
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