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Monowai Estate toasts success

Monowai Estate toasts success : The festive season and the heralding of a new year is always a fine occasion to
pop a cork and celebrate with a fine wine, and for the Monowai Estate team there is extra reason to raise a glass at
this time.
The Crownthorpe-based winery has picked up a prestigious gold medal at the Singapore Tower Club Wine Awards
with its 2015 Pinot Gris - the second medal the variety has picked up this year internationally.
Winemaker and one of the founders of Monowai Estate, Emma Lowe, was delighted with the latest win as the
Singapore Tower Club is a prestigious private business club, which stages an annual competition, with the winning
wines then selected for their chain of exclusive restaurants.
"We are thrilled with the continued recognition of our 2015 Pinot Gris," she said.
"The grapes come from our own vineyard, which my husband Marcelo manages, and they harvested at optimum
ripeness which gives the wine the very best start."
The win comes on the back of Monowai being judged to be the Hawke's Bay Winery of the Year at the New York
International Wine Competition where the 2015 Pinot Gris also picked up a medal.
The winery also wonaccolades at the International Wine Challenge in London.
"This year has been fabulous for us and one of the highlights was the Hawke's Bay Wine Auction - seeing our wine
assist in such a mammoth fundraising effort for Cranford Hospice really resonated with us."
She said, however, that the continuing accolades for the 2105 Pinot Gris would mean Monowai would inevitably lose
something.
"Our reputation as one of Hawke's Bay's best-kept secrets," she said with a smile.
Ms Lowe has carved out a reputation as one of the region's premier winemakers, having spent many vintages
honing her skillsin California, Australia, France, South Africa and Chile.
She and her Chilean husband Marcelo Nunez settled in Hawke's Bay to raise their family and planted one of the
region's first high-altitude vineyards under the ranges near Crownthorpe.
The hotter days and cooler nights resulted in slower ripening of the grapes and more depth of flavour, she said.
- Hawkes Bay Today
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