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Corking vintage predicted for 2016 English sparkling wines

Corking vintage predicted for 2016 English sparkling wines:The vineyards producing English sparking wine are
predicting an exceptional vintage after a blistering end to the summer - but drinkers will have to wait for as long as
three years to try it.
Harvesting is in full swing at Hattingley Valley in Hampshire, which was only established in 2008 but produced one of
the 14 gold-medal-winning English sparkling wines at last year's International Wine Challenge.
The vineyard is expecting a harvest of around 200 tonnes from more than 24 hectares of vines, which endured
some April frosts but a "fantastic" summer.
Hattingley Valley uses the traditional method for making its wines, with a key element being its use of oak barrels to
ferment a small proportion of the wines each year as well as ageing on lees in stainless steel tanks which helps to
soften the wines before they go into bottles for the second fermentation.
The time that the wines spend ageing either on lees and on cork is variable, and can be for some years before
being released.
The vineyard's current Classic Cuvee 2013 spent 21 months on lees and a further four months on cork before
being released to the market.
Hattingley Valley winemaker Jacob Leadley said: "With the dry and settled weather in late September and early
October, we have had the luxury of allowing the crop additional hang time in the vineyards. Low disease pressure in
well-managed sites has also reduced the picking pressure.
"This has shown in the first of the pinots coming into the winery with excellent sugar levels while retaining that
English crisp acidity.
"2016 has seen decreased yields due to late frosts earlier in the year, but with excellent quality levels it makes for a
very exciting harvest - the sugar to acidity levels are spot on."
English Wine Producers, the marketing arm of the UK wine industry, said growers across the country were
reporting that 2016 was shaping up to be a high quality vintage despite a "challenging" start to the growing season.
Julia Trustram Eve, marketing director of English Wine Producers, said: "Overall, 2016 is looking to be a fantastic
vintage for the UK.
"We haven't experienced any dramatic weather patterns such as seen in other parts of Europe and have had the
benefit of some great summer and early autumn weather just when our grapes need it."
Harvesting will continue through most of October and the final figures on the yields and other vineyard statistics will
be released in the spring.
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