
Web

Client:
Source:
Date:

IWC Yellow News
eNCA (Web)
19/06/2016

Reach:
Size:
Value:

60098
0
1613.0000

DeMorgenzon and The Test Kitchen win international recognition

JOHANNESBURG - Stellenbosch estate DeMorgenzon has won a best in the world award for its chardonnay and
Luke Dale-Roberts' The Test Kitchen has leapt up the culinary ladder. DeMorgenzon famously pipes Baroque
music to its vineyards and cellar, believing music has a soothing effect on plants and assists in fruit ripening. Its
views its vineyards as "garden vineyards", a place where wildflowers flourish.The estate whose name means "the
morning sun" was this week recognised as the world's best producer of chardonnay at an international competition
in London.Owned by businesswoman Wendy Appelbaum, the estate was honoured for its DeMorgenzon
Chardonnay Reserve 2015 at the 2016 Decanter World Wine Awards, winning Platinum: Best in Show Chardonnay
over £15 (R326).In April, the same wine won a regional trophy for best Stellenbosch chardonnay at the prestigious
International Wine Challenge (IWC), also judged in London.Appelbaum is delighted at the international recognition
for this wine: "You have no idea how exciting it is … no idea! Everyone likes to know they're doing well but this is
something quite exceptional."Combined, the competitions receive more than 30,000 entries from around the
world.The DeMorgenzon Reserve Chardonnay 2015 was rated the best South African chardonnay versus its local
competitors but was then assessed against the best of Australia, New Zealand, France, America, Argentina, Chile
and all other wineproducing nations – and beat them too.Along with its IWC trophy for best Stellenbosch
chardonnay, DeMorgenzon won two further awards: the DeMorgenzon Reserve Chenin Blanc 2015 won the
Stellenbosch Chenin Blanc Trophy and the DeMorgenzon Maestro Red 2014 the Stellenbosch Red Blend
Trophy.Appelbaum praised DeMorgenzon winemaker and general manager Carl van der Merwe: "Carl is a
wonderfully talented winemaker. We're proud of our wine and even more proud of Carl. We work really well together
and share a common vision of excellence."Van der Merwe was also delighted with DeMorgenzon's accolades: "It's
remarkable because this is only the third commercial release of the Chardonnay Reserve from DeMorgenzon," he
said.The Chardonnay Reserve's maiden vintage, the 2013, was last year judged the South African White Wine of
the Year in the Platter guide.If you can't get your hands on the Chardonnay Reserve, seek out their Reserve Chenin
– their maiden 2005 release was given a fivestar Platter rating in 2007 and it's a cracking testament to why South
Africa is one of the world's leading producers of the varietal.
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