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SA wines on top of its class

South African wines are holding their own in a fiercely competitive international market. 

A 2015 Chardonnays from a wine farm in Stellenbosch was voted the best in the world at an international
competition in London last week. 

The annual 2016 Decanter World Wine Awards are judged by a team of top wine experts from around the world. 

After claiming the regional trophy for best Stellenbosch Chardonnays at the International Wine Challenge in the UK
earlier in 2016, the De Morgenzon Chardonnays Reserve 2015 has done it again. 

This time, it beat nearly 16 000 wines from countries such as France, America and Australia for the top title. 

The Decanter event is the world's largest and most prestigious wine competition. 

De Morgenzon wine estate owner, Wendy Appelbaum, says they are pleased with their product. 

"I am absolutely thrilled. It's not only good for the farm; I think it's good for South Africa. I think that when they realize
that South Africa is actually making some of the best wines in the world; it will do the entire industry the world of
good." 

Winemaker, Carl Van De Merwe, says a lot went into making this Chardonnays by combining both natural and
traditional processes. 
He says he's always known that they were onto something special.   

"I think it takes a ton of insight and an ability to dream, and an ability to perceive and understand your natural
resources, the people that you work with, the sight and then just a love and a passion for making wine and you put
that all together." 

At R240 a bottle, the 2015 Chardonnays Reserve is not within easy reach for many.   

It is being sold as a packaged deal together with the 2014 De Morgenzon Maestro Red, the 2015 Reserve Chenin
Blanc, and the 2014 Reserve Syran. 

The De Morgenzon Wine Estate, which houses 50 hectares of vineyard, has been bringing bronze and silver
awards back to South Africa for a selection of wines since 2
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