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Top six vineyards in Berkshire

Forget France or South Africa, did you know that Berkshire is home to no fewer than six vineyards? 

getreading has analysed Food Standards Agency data to find out where wine is being made in England. 

We found that there were six vineyards with a registered address in Berkshire including the Windsor vineyard,
which is part of the Laithwaites Family Vineyards Group. 

These six vineyards take up 23.36 hectares of land - the equivalent of approximately 19 cricket fields. 

In total, 502 commercial vineyards were registered with the Food Standards Agency in 2015. 

The amount of wine being produced in England and Wales has more than doubled in the past decade with an
average of 18,833 hectolitres produced between 2004 and 2006 compared with an average of 39,890 hectolitres
between 2013 and 2015. 

The main vine varieties grown in the UK are now dominated by the classic sparkling wine varieties, mainly
Chardonnay (approximately 518 hectares) and Pinot Noir (approximately 483 hectares). 

Take a look at the list of Berkshire's own vineyards: 
Wolf Oak Vineyard 
Where: RG10 9YJ 

There is very little information available on this vineyard. This may be due to the fact that some of the vineyards are
classified as hobby vineyards as their production is not sold or recorded. 

In 2015, 502 commercial vineyards were registered with the Food Standards Agency. 

In addition, there were 87 vineyards which were classified as hobby vineyards and around 49 abandoned vineyards.
Stanlake Park 
Where: Twyford, Reading, RG10 0BN 

Because of Stanlake's location within Windsor Great Park for many centuries, it has a rich history dating back to
the 12th Century when it was called Hinton Pipard. 

The name changed to Stanlake Park in the Tudor period and the first vines were planted in 1979, when it was known
as Thames Valley Vineyards. 
Cobbs Farm (Alder Ridge Vineyard) 
Where: Cobbs Farm Shop & Kitchen, Bath Road, Hungerford, RG17 0SP 
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In May 2011, five acres of high-graft grape vines were planted at Cobbs Farm Shop & Kitchen. 

The farm planted 4,500 Pinot Noir vines and 1,500 Chardonnay, and the vineyard has gone on to produce its first
vintage English sparkling wine. 

Alder Ridge Vineyard has also been recognised for its first vintage 2013 Blanc de Noirs at the International Wine
Challenge 2016. 
Binfield Vineyard 
Where: New Cottages, Forest Road, Wokingham, RG40 5SE 

The Binfield Vineyard Company was established to "promote English sparkling wine as a viable alternative to more
traditional varieties of wine from other countries". 

The vineyard was established in 1992 when five acres were planted with Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier, Schreube,
Chardonnay, Seyval Blanc, Reichesteine. 

The vineyard was planted on a south facing slope with a wind break of Alder trees (against the south west wind),
and it took four years to produce any grapes. 
Laithwaites - Mezel Hill Vineyard 
Where: Windsor, SL4 2HR 

Laithwaite's Wine became a tenant farmer on a four-hectare plot in Windsor Great Park and planted the site in late
Spring 2011. 

The first harvest was made in late October 2013 and the grapes are taken to Ridgeview Estate. 
Enborne Vineyards Limited 
Where: Newbury, RG20 0HD 

There is very little information available on this vineyard. This may be due to the fact that some of the vineyards are
classified as hobby vineyards as their production is not sold or recorded. 
So who produces the most different kind of wines? 
The vineyard producing the widest range of wines in Berkshire, according to the English Wine Producers site, is the
Stanlake Park Estate vineyard. 

The vineyard make sparkling and non-sparkling varieties of white and rose wine as well as red wine. 
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