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Awards are pouring in to local winery

THE corks are popping at a winery near Ledbury, which has only been selling its wines for 18 months, after it
scooped eight awards in two major competitions this year. 

The team at Sixteen Ridges, which uses grapes from a vineyard in Shrawley and another at Redbank near Ledbury,
is celebrating a sparkling success after entering its wines competitively for just the second time. 

The brand, based at Putley, near Ledbury, is producing still red, white and rosé wines and has this year introduced
sparkling white and rosé wines, which were launched at a series of Taste Talks hosted by Royal Artist in Residence
Jeremy Houghton at his gallery near Broadway and Charlie Beldam, founder of the award winning Cotswold Gold
Rapeseed Oil. 

Sixteen Ridges entered a number of its wines in this year's International Wines and Spirits Awards (IWSA) 2016
and the results were announced at the London Wines Fair on May 3. 

It received a silver award for its Red Pinot Noir 2014, a bronze for its Rosé Pinot Noir 2014, a silver for its
Sparkling Signature Cuvee 2013 and a silver for its Sparkling Rosé 2013. 

Later in May the results of the International Wine Challenge (IWC) were announced and Sixteen Ridges came up
trumps again with another four awards. 

Its still Rosé 2014 took the bronze accolade, its Sparkling Rosé 2013 also took bronze, while the Red Pinot Noir
early 2014 and the Sparkling Signature Cuvee 2013 were both commended. 

The winery also entered the Decanter awards for the second year running and the results are being announced on
Monday June 6. The team is hoping to add further honours to this year's tally. Last year its Red Pinot Noir 2014
won a bronze award. 

Liz Waltham, Sixteen Ridges business development manager, said: "We won a Decanter award last year for our
still red. It continues to be our best seller and it is a credit to our winemaker Simon Day. 

"This year we have entered a lot of our products in three major competitions and we are totally delighted with the
results so far. These are the major competitions in the industry. 

"It is the first year we have entered a sparkling wine in a competition. It is very competitive because more people
are growing wine in the south west and the south east because that is where we have to grow the grapes that are
used in champagne. 

"There have been some extremely successful English sparkling wines and they compare with the French
Champagnes for price. 

Liz added: "I think it is just fantastic and it is totally amazing. It is credit to Simon and his wine-making expertise. We
are totally delighted with the awards. We planning to move to bigger premises in August and to know we are doing it
with this behind us is great and it is an incentive. 

"The winery was three years in the making and we are only just starting to sell our sparkling. We have only been
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selling our wines for 18 months. It is all very exciting. It just endorses all the things we have been doing, building and
grafting for. 

"At the moment, given how young the vineyard is, it is a fantastic foundation for more awards. We are definitely
aiming for gold at some point and I do not see why we wouldn't get it." 

English Wine Week is running until Sunday June 5 and several wine merchants and retailers are conducting Sixteen
Ridges wines tastings this weekend including The Nest at Ledbury; Hay Wines at Ledbury; Teddington Stores,
Evesham Road, Teddington, Gloucestershire, and seven local Waitrose stores.

Cathy Anstey
[sourcelink]http://www.droitwichadvertiser.co.uk/news/14536665.Awards_are_pouring_in_to_local_winery/
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