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Denbies celebrates 30 years of wine making excellence

Comments (0) 
Denbies is celebrating 30 years of making fine wine on the back of huge awards success in 2015. 

England's largest vineyard was planted in 1986 after its owner, Sir Adrian White, saw the potential in the North
Downs landscape. 

The estate's south-facing slopes, chalky soil and microclimate make it ideal for wine making as evidenced by the 33
awards won by Denbies at the 2015 industry drinks awards. 

"The scale of Denbies lends itself to both wine making excellence and the opportunity to trial new styles of wine
making," said Jeannette Simpson from Denbies. "Denbies is a key contributor to the development of English wine in
the UK. As England's largest single estate vineyard, Denbies has gained benefit from maximising the economies of
scale. By continually investing in the growth of the vineyard and winery we can ensure that Denbies is at the
forefront of development and innovation." 

The estate also has a strong commitment to animal conservation; bee-keeping was reintroduced on the estate in
2015 with the aim of running 12 hives which can be used to educate people about the importance of bees. 

Later this year Denbies will become the first vineyard member of the Bat Conservation Trust and will begin the
installation of bat boxes after learning the integral part they play in pest management. 

The chateau-style winery was completed in 1993 and Denbies' first wine, Surrey Gold, was released the same year
and continues to be the UK's best-selling English wine. 

Denbies currently has a range of 15 wines including sparkling, still, red, white and rose varieties and picked up
awards at the International Wine Challenge, International Wine & Spirit Competition, Decanter Awards and English
and Welsh Wine of the Year Competition in 2016. 

The picturesque landscape of the estate has featured in several TV programmes, with James May's Lego house
for his 2009 Toy Stories series built on the grounds, as well as the Apprentice in 2012. 

The estate is now one of the largest, most-visited attractions in the south-east with two restaurants, wine and gift
shop, conference and banqueting, micro-brewery and farm shop and supplies its wines to most major
supermarkets.
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http://www.dorkingandleatherheadadvertiser.co.uk/Denbies-celebrates-30-years-wine-making/story-28616120-
detail/story.html
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