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England wins AGAIN: Brit vino dubbed the BEST in Europe ahead of French and Spanish rivals

ENGLAND may be out of the Euros, but this rosé has given us reason to celebrate. 
The plonk made in East Sussex has picked up the only top gold award at an international wine ceremony, seeing off
competition from rivals France, Italy and Spain. 

The award-winning 2015 Regent Wine, which was up against 61 wines, picked up 97 points out of a possible 100
points and scooped the coveted grand gold award at the International Organic Wine Awards this year. 

It is the first time a UK wine has won a wine contest internationally - so there may be a few sour grapes over in the
continent right now. 

Made in Sussex, the rose was made by Sedlescombe vineyard near Hastings using grape vines that they planted
16 years ago. 

Sedlescombe, which was founded in 1979, is run by wife and husband team Roy and Irma Cook. 

But winemakers Irma and Roy are no strangers to toasting success. 

They won gold for their 2010 Rose Brut and received four silver medals in 2014 alone.  

The couple, who produce a whopping 30,000 bottles of English wine annually, were shocked by their latest win. 

Roy said: "I was quite shocked. I knew this particular rose wine was very good, but I had no idea it was good enough
to blow away the competition completely, and win outright such a prestigious event with so many other top wines
from big-name wine countries - I don't think this has ever happened before." 

In May, 120 English wines won awards at the International Wine Challenge, which has led to a sharp rise in sales of
homegrown wines in the likes of Sainsbury's and Waitrose. 

Producers of wine in England is increasing too, with 450 vineyards in total. 

The vineyards are mostly set in Sussex, Kent and southern England as the limestone soils are suitable to grow
grapes. 

The biggest of these is Denbies Vineyard in Surrey, which has a whopping 265 acres of vines. 

Kent's Chapel Down Wines, in Tenterden, who have won awards for their sparkling wine, however is reported to be
the biggest producer of English wine. 

But if you are eager to try some for yourself, you won't need to look any further than the Daily Express's resident
wine expert. 

Express wine conossieur Jamie Goode shared his favourite English fizz , recommending the Cornish Camel Valley
Classic Cuvée 2013 as well as Sussex bottle Ridgeview Estate Grosvenor Blanc de Blancs 2
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